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Enclosed is a copy of Information Disclosure Citation Form PTO-1449 together 
with copies of the documents cited on that form. It is respectfully requested that the 
cited documents be considered and that the enclosed copy of Information Disclosure 
Citation Form PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner to indicate such consideration and 
a copy thereof returned to applicant (s). 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the submission of this Information Disclosure 
Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is 
not to be construed as an admission that the information cited in this statement is 
material to patentability. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted under one of the following (as indicated by an "X" to the left of 
the appropriate paragraph): 
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That each item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application 
not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement, OR 

That no item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, 
and, to the knowledge of the undersigned attorney after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing 
the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SENT FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



